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Adam Baird
Major: Spanish

Activities: 
• President of Sigma Delta 

Pi
• Arts and entertainment 
writer for The Northern 
Review

• Sigma Theta Epsilon – 
National Christian Fraternity

• Wesley Players Theatre Troupe
• Secondary Education Society
• Habitat for Humanity
• Discussion leader for Hardin County 
Common Threads

Upon graduating from Ohio Northern with 
a degree in Spanish and a concentration 
in education, I hope to obtain a job teach-
ing Spanish at the high school level. My 
ultimate goal is to earn a master's degree 
in administration and become a principal. 

Thomas Finn
Associate professor of 
French and Spanish

An enthusiastic 
thespian, Dr. Finn 
combines performance 
with Spanish and 
French whenever he 
can. He has created 
a Modern French Musical course and 
has helped more than one vocal/music 
major prepare for recitals. He is also 
coordinator of the University Studies 
Abroad Consortium study- and teach-
abroad programs.

Special interests: 17th- and 18th-century 
theatre, occasional acting and singing.

True Northern Lives

03/09

Modern Languages 
A major in French, German or Spanish:
•	Promotes communication with other cultures 

on their own terms, through the study of their 
people, literature and history

•	Encourages real understanding between 
people through mutual knowledge and 
respect

•	Opens a door to the diversity of our world

Majors and Minors
Majors
Bachelor of Arts 
French
German
Spanish

Minors
French
German 
Spanish

Option
Teacher licensure is available in collaboration 
with the Ohio Northern University Center for 
Teacher Education.

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	New students with high school language 

experience may take placement exams to 
ensure enrollment at the proper level. 

•	Chinese and Japanese are offered at 
elementary and intermediate levels.

•	Study-abroad opportunities are available 
in France, Germany, Spain, Costa Rica, 
Mexico, Japan, Taiwan, China and many 
other countries.

•	German majors are required to study abroad. 
French and Spanish majors are strongly 
encouraged to do so.

•	Majors are strongly encouraged to pursue a 
second major in areas such as international 
studies, art, music, engineering, criminal 
justice, natural sciences, business or 
education.

Facilities
Located in the recently renovated Dukes 
Memorial Building, the modern languages 
department features classrooms equipped for 
multimedia instruction, a computer lab and 
access to international broadcasting by cable 
and satellite.

Student Organizations
Delta Phi Alpha – German honorary
Phi Beta Delta – International studies honorary
Pi Delta Phi – French honorary
Latino Student Union – Spanish club
Le Cercle Français – French club
Sigma Delta Pi – Spanish honorary

Core Curriculum
French:
•	Elementary French 
•	Intermediate French 
•	Advanced French: Speaking, Reading, 
Writing

•	French Civilization: History of France, 
Contemporary France

•	French Poetry and Song
•	French Film
•	French Theatre

German:
•	Elementary German
•	Intermediate German
•	Using Contemporary German
•	Communicating in German
•	Advanced German Language studies
•	Coursework in Lüneburg, Germany

Spanish:
•	Elementary Spanish
•	Intermediate Spanish
•	Spanish Conversation
•	Spanish Composition
•	Advanced Spanish Language
•	Hispanic Cultural Perspectives
•	Spanish Civilization
•	Latin American Civilization
•	Spanish Art, Music and Dance
•	Latin American Art, Music and Dance

Modern Languages



True Success
Marie Emily “Emmy” Llewellyn, 
BA ’07
M.A. international relations candidate 
2009
M.S. public relations candidate 2009
Public diplomacy program, Syracuse 
University, Syracuse, N.Y.

Upon completing my first year of 
graduate school in the public diplomacy 
program at Syracuse University, I 
decided to start my second year 
studying conflict resolution and human 
rights at the European Council for 
Human Rights in Strasbourg, France. 

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

Program Outcomes
Communication skills
Critical thinking
Cultural interpretation
Interdisciplinary integration
Values exploration

Placement
Our graduates have been hired by such 
employers as Whirlpool, Turner Broadcasting, 
Deloitte and Touche, Siemens, Alliance Data 
Systems, American Express, Ohio public 
schools, the Peace Corps and the U.S. 
Government. 

Graduate Schools Attended
Our graduates go on to top graduate schools 
such as Tulane University, Syracuse University, 
University of Pittsburgh, the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison and UCLA.

Career Opportunities
Proficiency in a foreign language and  
in-depth knowledge of other cultures are 
essential components of success in today’s 
international marketplace. Our graduates 
find work in engineering, communications, 
human resources, administration, accounting, 
marketing, library science, social work and 
teaching.
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Music
Ohio Northern University’s music department 
provides an ideal environment for music 
learning: outstanding faculty, excellent facilities 
and a long tradition of student success. The 
programs are designed by the faculty with 
student success in mind, and small class sizes 
provide lively interaction between students and 
faculty. Exceptional performance opportunities 
abound with multiple choirs, instrumental 
ensembles and fully staged musical theatre 
and opera productions. The department is 
accredited by the National Association of 
Schools of Music. 

Majors and Minors
Bachelor of music in performance, music •	
education or composition
Bachelor of music with elective studies in •	
business
Bachelor of fine arts in musical theatre•	
Bachelor of arts in music (ideal for the student •	
considering a double major)
A challenging music minor•	

Distinctive Features
U.S. News  & World Report ranks Ohio 
Northern No. 2 among more than 300 Midwest 
baccalaureate colleges in America’s Best 
Colleges 2009. The ONU music department 
was also recognized this year in Creative 
Colleges: A Guide for Student Actors, Artists, 
Dancers, Musicians and Writers as one of the 
nation’s outstanding music programs. This 
one-two punch of outstanding music, coupled 
with superior academics, sets ONU apart as 
an excellent choice for serious music students, 
whether they major in music or major in 
another field while continuing to develop their 
musical artistry.

Many of ONU’s music faculty – 10 full-time 
and 20 adjunct professors – possess national 
and international reputations as performers 
and scholars. They are, first and foremost, 
dedicated teachers and devoted mentors. A 
true camaraderie of learning is the basis of 
the close relationship between faculty and 
students.

Instrumentalists compete for placement in ONU 
Wind Orchestra, ONU Symphony Orchestra, 
ONU Symphonic Band, ONU Jazz Band 
and ONU Marching Band, the pit orchestra 
for musicals, operetta and operas and many 
smaller chamber music groups.

Vocalists compete for placement in 
University Singers, Northernaires, Men’s 
Chorus, Women’s Chorus and an array of 
small ensembles. A well-developed opera 
workshop prepares students for small opera 
scenes productions as well as fully staged 
professional-quality musical theatre, operetta 
and opera productions. 

ONU’s vocal and instrumental ensembles travel 
regularly, domestically and abroad. Recent trips 
have been to Rome, China, Estonia, Montreal, 
and New York City.

Instruction from outstanding 
professional musicians, coupled 
with a myriad of performance 
opportunities, provides ONU students 
with pre-professional musical training 
that rivals that of any conservatory.

Facilities
State-of-the-art classrooms and practice •	
rooms (each with well-maintained pianos), 
ample rehearsal space and the remarkably 
beautiful Snyder Recital Hall are housed in 
Presser Hall, the hub of the department’s 
activities. Music faculty and administrative 
offices are also located in Presser Hall.
Orchestra concerts, band concerts and •	
fully staged musical theatre productions 
take place in the renowned Freed Center 
for the Performing Arts, a modern theatre 
center considered to be one of the finest in 
Northwest Ohio. 
A modern dedicated music technology lab is •	
housed in Heterick Memorial Library. 

Music

St. Marys, Ohio
Christina Wenning

Scholarships: Talent 
Award, Snyder Music 
Scholarship

Studying music at ONU 
is a great opportunity 
because of the variety. 
You can be in different 
performing ensembles, 
conduct different 
groups, accompany 
lessons and recitals, and audition for 
musicals and operas. This leads me to be a 
well-rounded and well-prepared musician for 
the competitive job market.

Dr. Rebecca Casey,  
BM ’85
Bachelor of music 
education and piano 
performance
Assistant professor of 
music

Earned MM and •	
the DMA in piano 
performance from 
the University of 
Cincinnati’s College-Conservatory of Music
Soloist with the Toledo Symphony•	
Adjudicates many festivals and •	
competitions in Ohio, including the National 
Young Keyboard Artists Competitions, the 
Capital University Conservatory of Music 
Honors Concert Scholarship Competition, 
the MTNA State Junior/Senior/Young 
Artist Piano Competition, and the Buckeye 
Competition.

I get a kick out of teaching piano regardless 
of age, ability level or major. ONU is a very 
unique institution because students are not 
limited to their activities. People here are 
very friendly, and this is home. I’ve seen 
ONU from both sides of the desk, and it is a 
great place to be.

True Northern Lives



True Success

Thomas K. Ryan,  
BM ’87
Assistant professor, 
Capital University 
Conservatory of Music

Performed with the •	
Rick Brunetto Big Band 
and with Vaughn Wiester’s Famous Jazz 
Orchestra
Appeared with the Lima Symphony, the •	
Lancaster Festival Orchestra and the 
Columbus Symphony Pops
Backed popular performers, including •	
Carol Channing, Helen Reddy, Maureen 
McGovern and the Manhattan Transfer. 

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

In the Spotlight

Core Curriculum
Applied lessons with rigorous jury and recital •	
requirements
Two years of music theory and aural skills •	
plus electives
One year of a music history sequence plus •	
electives
Non-western music•	
Jazz fundamentals•	
Conducting sequence (three courses)•	
Senior recital•	

Student Organizations
Kappa Kappa Psi
Tau Beta Sigma
Delta Omicron
Ohio Collegiate Music Educators Association
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia

Professional Placement and Internships
Our teacher placement nears 100 percent at 
schools in Ohio and across the United States. 
Other alumni have gone on to teach or work at:
Vienna Christian School, Austria	
Ohio Northern University		
Remo Corporation Inc. 		
Lindenwood University
Capital University			 
Lima Symphony Orchestra		
Rettig Music				  
ONU Summer Theater		
National Music Museum		
Dueling Arts International
Graves Piano and Orchestra		
Chautauqua Association
St. Louis Bach Society		
St. Louis Symphony Chorus
European Opera Companies		
South Dakota Symphony Orchestra

Graduate School Placement
Northwestern University	
University of Cincinnati College 

Conservatory of Music
The Ohio State University		
Eastman School of Music
American University			 
University of Virginia
Indiana University			 
Florida State University
University of Wisconsin		
Western Michigan University
Bowling Green State University	  
Indiana State University

Kevin Cox, BM ’08
Bachelor of music with elective 
studies in business

Kevin works in Los Angeles, 
Calif. for Remo Inc., an 
internationally renowned 
percussion company. He 
works in product data 
management and is involved in 
the marketing process.
Students at Ohio Northern 

University are instructed by outstanding faculty and are encouraged 
to learn through extracurricular activities, which offers extremely 
important growth opportunities. Due to the uniqueness of the music 
major with electives in business, I was able to discover where my 
greatest potential and talents were located. 

Mark Chaney, BM ’98
Kris Chaney, BM ’99

Mark is the organist and director of music at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
Kris teaches choral music at Georgetown County 
Schools in South Carolina. 

Both earned master’s degrees at the Eastman 
School of Music. Mark earned his doctorate in 
choral conducting at The Ohio State University, 
where his dissertation won the Julius Herford 
Prize “recognizing the outstanding doctoral 
terminal research project in choral music 
for 2007.”

Career Opportunities
Graduates from ONU’s Department of Music 
enjoy immediate job or graduate school 
placement. Career opportunities include public 
school teaching, professional performance, 
graduate school placement, placement 
in music business fields, private music 
instructors and church musicians. Because 
ONU offers a strong academic core curriculum 
and is dedicated to teaching in a liberal arts 
environment, some music graduates pursue 
careers outside of music. Several have gone 
on to be successful attorneys, business 
leaders and health care professionals.
and the Buckeye Competition. 

Earned a master of music in saxophone •	
performance and a Ph.D. in music theory 
from The Ohio State University.

I was initially attracted to Ohio Northern 
because of the small university atmosphere 
combined with a solid academic reputation. 
On my first visit, I knew ONU was right for 
me. I discovered a close-knit, caring faculty 
that were not only experts in their fields, 
but also excited about teaching and truly 
interested in the success of their students. 
They were able to push me to grow and to 
provide me with opportunities that would 
prepare me for success in graduate school 
and beyond, laying the foundation for the 
way I would approach my own teaching 
career.

Remo Belli, Kevin Cox and 
Sean Bullock)
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The Nursing Program
Nursing, as part of the health care 
profession, shares in the dynamic task of 
promoting optimal health, quality of life and 
support to people of all ages, ethnicities 
and backgrounds. Whether you desire 
employment in a hospital, long-term care 
facility, physician’s office, home health, 
community health, specialty clinic or 
university, Ohio Northern University has the 
programs necessary for you to succeed. 
ONU prepares students for fulfilling careers 
in one of the nation’s leading professions.

Majors and Minors
Bachelor of Science in nursing (BSN)
Bachelor of Science in nursing (BSN) with 
business option

Distinctive Features and Objectives
• ONU is accredited by the Commission 
on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE), 
Ohio Board of Nursing, Ohio Board 
of Regents, and the Higher Learning 
Commission

•	Direct acceptance into the nursing 
program 

•	Nursing courses in the first year 
•	8:1 student-to-instructor ratio during the 
nursing lab clinical experience

•	Campus lab component in pharmacology 
•	Older Adult Nursing course available
•	One year of Spanish required

Ohio Northern’s four-year academic 
program in nursing leads to the Bachelor 
of Science in nursing degree. The nursing 
program specifically aims to:
1.	Prepare graduates for employment at the 
professional nursing level.
2.	Provide a base for the continuing 
development of the student as an 

individual, as a citizen and as a professional 
practitioner of nursing.
3.	Provide a foundation for graduate study 
in nursing.

Facilities
The nursing program is housed in the 
Robertson-Evans Pharmacy Building. Our 
facilities contain the Nursing Skills Lab, SIM 
man, Vital SIM man, patient mannequins 
and six single-bed hospital environments, 
each with a complete, dedicated equipment 
station.

Student Organizations
National Student Nurses Association

Core Curriculum
• Nursing Courses
• College Experience
• Intro Nursing Health Practices
• Foundations of the Discipline
• Physical Assessment
• Fundamentals of Nursing Practice
• Pharmacology
• Service Learning Seminar
• Transcultural Health Care
• Fundamentals Medical/Surgical I
• Medical/Surgical II
• Foundations of Mental Health
• Nursing Research Process
• Nursing Care of the Child/Family
• Obstetrical Nursing
• Nursing S.T. Elective
• Community Health Nursing
• Older Adult Nursing
• Medical/Surgical III
• Leadership and Management in Nursing
• Nursing Elective
• Transition to Professional Practice

Nursing

Fairview Park, Ohio
Major: Nursing

Bryan J. Homyak

I didn’t choose nursing 
at Ohio Northern; it 
chose me. Nursing 
school is an investment 
for any college student, 
but, at Ohio Northern, you are the 
investment for the future of nursing ... 
and you are most definitely treated and 
educated as such.

Dr. Margie Walker
Director of nursing
	
In ONU’s nursing 
program, students 
have an opportunity 
to develop a 
relationship with 
the nursing faculty, 
who will support and encourage them 
throughout the program. The class size 
facilitates personal instruction, coaching 
and mentoring of students. Nursing 
faculty members are master teachers who 
practice professional nursing in clinical 
environments.

True Northern Lives



Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

Objectives/Graduate Outcomes
•Graduates of the program will be able to:
•	Integrate a personal philosophy for nursing 
practice, based on the dignity, worth and 
individuality of human beings.

•	Assume responsibility and accountability 
for evaluating one’s professional practice 
in relationship to accepted standards of 
nursing practice.

•	Synthesize theoretical principles applicable 
to professional nursing practice.

•	Utilize the nursing process to promote, 
restore and maintain adaptation in 
individuals, families, groups and 
communities throughout the lifecycle.

•	Assume responsibility and accountability 
for providing competent and 
comprehensive health care.

•	Collaborate and negotiate with patients/
clients, the interdisciplinary health care 
team and the public to ensure the optimal 
health and welfare of patients/clients.

•	Evaluate interpersonal communication and 
negotiation skills when communicating 
with patients, clients, families, groups and 
communities.

•	Incorporate pertinent research findings 
in refining and enhancing one’s nursing 
practice.

•	Continue personal and professional 
career development.

Graduate Schools
University of Toledo
Case Western Reserve
Otterbein College
Wright State University
Ohio State University

Career Opportunities
The Bachelor of Science in nursing degree 
is one of the most demanded health 
care degrees in the United States. The 
statistics are staggering for the immediate 
and future demand for RNs. National, 
state and regional needs create an 
opportunistic job market for the BSN-RN. 
Employment opportunities exist in multiple 
venues, including hospitals, long-term 
care facilities, physician’s offices, home 
health, community health, specialty clinics 
and universities. 

Academic Excellence
•U.S. News & World Report ranks Ohio 
Northern No. 2 among more than 300 
Midwest baccalaureate colleges in 
America’s Best Colleges (2009). 

•ONU’s College of Engineering is 
ranked as one of the nation’s top 50 
undergraduate engineering schools in 
U.S. News & World Report, America’s 
Best Colleges (2009). 

•Listed in Princeton Review’s The Best 
368 Colleges 2009 Edition.

•One of the top 200 programs in the nation 
for creative students in Creative Colleges: 
A Guide for Student Actors, Artists, 
Dancers, Musicians and Writers (2008).

•Among the top 100 private four-year 
colleges and small universities in 
Peterson’s Competitive College Guide 
(2009).

•	Named in Colleges of Distinction 
(2009), a guide profiling America’s most 
distinguished teaching-centered colleges 
and universities.
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Pharmacy
The Raabe College of Pharmacy at Ohio 
Northern University has long been recognized 
as one of the premier colleges of pharmacy in 
the nation. Throughout its prominent history, 
the college has graduated pharmacists who 
now have successful pharmacy practices and 
who are active in local, state and national 
health-related organizations. Our mission is 
simply to continue and grow on this record of 
contribution to the profession of pharmacy and 
our nation’s health care system.

Majors and Minors
Doctor of pharmacy (0-6)
Doctor of pharmacy/juris doctor dual degree 

program

Interdisciplinary Programs
Dual majors and/or minors (selected)
Biological sciences
Business administration
Medicinal chemistry
Modern languages

Distinctive Features and Objectives
The doctor of pharmacy (PharmD) program 
emphasizes patient-oriented practice. 
Graduates typically enter career tracks 
involving practice and consultant roles where 
the pharmacist is an integral part of drug 
selection and monitors therapeutic decisions.

The doctor of pharmacy degree qualifies the 
graduate for licensure in all 50 states and 
a career in any number of exciting practice 
settings. As a “direct-entry” student, you will 
join the pharmacy profession as you enter 

the college, and you will work with a faculty 
dedicated to teaching as their number-one 
mission. Research opportunities exist, and 
some graduates go on to doctoral programs in 
pharmaceutical research.

Facilities
The College of Pharmacy has recently been 
enlarged and remodeled with state-of-the-
art classrooms, research facilities, a Drug 
Information Center and the Pharmacy Skills 
Center. The College of Pharmacy is part of the 
science campus at ONU.

Core Curriculum
• Introductory Chemistry
• General Biology
• Introduction to Zoology
• Introduction to Human Anatomy and Histology
• Calculus for Life Sciences
• The Profession of Pharmacy
• Organic Chemistry
• Physics
• Biostatistics
• Biochemistry
• Medical Microbiology
• Introduction to OTC products
• Immunology
• Physiology
• Pharmaceutical Science Module
• Biomedical Science Module
• Patient Care Assessment Module
• Cardiovascular System Module
• Infectious Disease Module
• Central Nervous System Module
• Endocrine System Module
• Oncology Module
• Pharmaceutical Administration Module
• Capstone

Pharmacy

Third-year pharmacy 
major

Lorain, Ohio

Gabe Washington

Activities:
• Good News Bears 
(summer orientation 
leader)

• Varsity football
• Christian 
Pharmacists 
Fellowship International

• Black Student Union

I was accepted into the direct admit 
pharmacy program (0-6) and also could 
take advantage of playing collegiate 
football. The faculty and students are so 
friendly.

Kelly M. Shields
Assistant professor •	
of pharmacy 
practice
Director•	  of drug 
information

I find it exciting to 
be teaching such 
bright and motivated 
students. I love the 
fact that every day I have the chance to 
excite students about their career choice 
and work to empower them to become 
excellent health care professionals.

True Northern Lives



True Success

Natalie DiPietro, 
PharmD ’01
Natalie completed 
a fellowship 
at Eli Lilly and 
Company and 
continued to work 
there in the areas 
of clinical drug 
development and 
drug safety. She 
was an adjunct assistant professor 
while she earned her master's in 
public health. She recently joined 
the faculty of the Raabe College of 
Pharmacy.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

In the Spotlight

Student Organizations
• American Pharmaceutical Association 
Academy of Students in Pharmacy (APhA-
ASP)

• American Society of Health-System 		
Pharmacists (ASHP)

• Christian Pharmacists Fellowship 
International  (CPFI)

• Kappa Epsilon
• National Community Pharmacists 

Association (NCPA)
• Phi Delta Chi
• Pharmacy Law Students Association
• Phi Lambda Sigma
• Pharmacy Council
• Rho Chi
• Student Society of Health-System 

Pharmacists (SSHP)
 

Placement
Our graduates enjoy a fertile marketplace 
with a tremendous variety of professional 
opportunities. A small number of graduates 
pursue graduate studies; a larger number apply 
and are accepted to post-graduate residency 
and fellowship programs. The majority of 
graduates begin employment upon graduation.

Career Opportunities
The pharmacy marketplace absorbs graduates 
faster than schools can produce them. Growth 
in many areas of the pharmaceutical industry 
has led to an increase in community pharmacy 
and managed-care positions. Additionally, 
health care systems are hiring more and more 
pharmacy graduates because of their strong 
clinical skills and training. Pharmacists are 
increasingly involved in medication therapy 
management in the hospital, physician’s office 

and even community pharmacy. The future is 
bright with increased demand expected in the 
next 10-15 years.

 The College of Pharmacy is moving the profession of 
pharmacy forward in many different areas. One area of recent 
focus is pharmacogenetics. The college is leading efforts to 
make drug-gene screening as commonplace as drug-drug 
interaction screening. Drug-gene screening will not only 
improve the pharmacologic management of disease but will 
also assist in preventing adverse drug reactions.
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Philosophy and Religion
Philosophy and religion address universal 
human concerns and diverse worldviews in an 
intellectually exciting and personally nurturing 
environment. Students benefit from special 
topics courses, and all majors write a senior 
essay under the one-on-one guidance of a 
faculty member.

The youth ministry major is designed in 
consultation and in cooperation with the West 
Ohio Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and approved by the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry to meet the 
academic requirements for undergraduate 
professional certification.

Majors and Minors
Majors
Philosophy
Religion
Philosophy and religion
Youth ministry 

Minor 
Philosophy and religion

Interdisciplinary Programs
The department contributes to the Asian 
studies minor by teaching Buddhism, Asian 
Philosophies, Islam and Christianity and 
special topics such as East Asian Religions.

Distinctive Features and Objectives
Although graduates in philosophy and religion 
are well prepared for a variety of professional 
career choices and graduate programs, 
many philosophy and religion majors pursue 
careers in law, ministry, medicine or religious 
education/seminary. 

The youth ministry program was developed in 
cooperation with the West Ohio Conference 
of the United Methodist Church to prepare 
graduates for full-time lay ministry immediately 
upon graduation.

Facilities 
The Wesley Center Complex consists of the 
Walter and Marian English Chapel and the 
Burgett Pavilion. The philosophy and religion 
department is located in the Burgett Wing 
of the Wesley Center. The English Chapel, 
which seats 375 people, contains a prayer 
room, two multi-purpose rooms, the office of 
the University chaplain and the headquarters 
for the student religious council. The Burgett 
Pavilion contains three classrooms, a 
conference room, a student lounge and faculty 
offices.

The classrooms are equipped with the latest 
educational technologies: computers with 
direct Internet access, projectors and DVD 
players. There is wireless access to the ONU 
computer system and the Internet throughout 
the building.

Student Organizations
There are a variety of religious organizations 
that provide opportunities for worship, 
fellowship, outreach and service both on 
and off campus. Religion students are 
active in student organizations related to 
the chapel program, such as chapel band, 
Northern Christian Fellowship and the 
Newman Club. They often serve on the 
chaplain’s student staff. Philosophy students 
have often been active in organizations like 
Amnesty International and Ohio Northern 
Environmentalists (O.N.E.).

Core Curriculum
Philosophy major

Logic•	
Ancient Philosophy•	
Modern Philosophy•	
Political Philosophy or Ethical Theory•	
Metaphysics or Epistemology•	
Philosophy Senior Essay•	

Religion and youth ministry majors
Either Religion in Human Life or Religions •	
East and West

Philosophy and Religion

Major: Youth ministry
Anna Barrett, BA ’08

Activities:
• Chapel staff
• Pre-seminarians Club
• Kappa Phi 
• Unlimited Sharing
• Intramural volleyball

Internships: 
Youth ministry internship at Sugar Grove and 
Ada First United Methodist Churches 

Achievements: Selected as a delegate to the 
2008 general and jurisdictional conferences 
of the United Methodist Church. 

I want to attend seminary to receive 
my master’s degrees in divinity and 
theological studies and become an elder 
in full connection in the United Methodist 
Church.

Raymond F. Person, Jr. 
Professor of religion

• Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible 
and Semitic studies from 
Duke University

• Publications include In 
Conversation with Jonah 
(Sheffield Academic 
Press, 1996) and The Deuteronomic 
School (Society of Biblical Literature, 2002)

• Ordained in Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ)

• Active member of the Anti-Racism 
Commission of the Christian Church in 
Ohio, 1999-present

True Northern Lives



True Success
Seth Auman, BA ’02
Major: Religion
Current job/position: 
Associate pastor at 
First United Methodist 
Church in Norwalk, 
Ohio

ONU challenged me 
to grow academically by exposing 
me to a new world of religious, 
philosophical, social and political 
ideas, which prepared me very well 
for my seminary studies. At ONU, 
I was able to grow through close 
relationships with outstanding and 
diverse faculty who took me seriously 
as a student and as a person. 
These relationships helped nurture 
in me a passion for learning, which 
I will always carry with me. In that 
sense, ONU not only prepared me 
for a career in ministry, but for any 
challenge I may face.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

In the Spotlight

Either Introduction to Old Testament or 	•	
Introduction to New Testament
Either Islam and Christianity or Buddhism•	
Philosophy of Religion•	
Two additional courses in Bible•	
Early Christian Thought or Medieval and 	•	
Reformation Thought or Modern Christian 	
Thought (one of the three)
Either Religion Senior Essay or Religion •	
Honors Senior Essay
Christian Ethics (youth ministry majors only)•	
Psychology•	
Sociology•	
Either Young and Late Adolescent Psychology 	•	
or Developmental Psychology
Human Sexual Behavior•	
Marriage and Family•	

	
Program Outcomes
Philosophy, religion and youth ministry 
majors:

Knowledge of traditional and contemporary •	
philosophical and theological views
Ability to recognize and evaluate the structure •	
of arguments
Ability to assess the presuppositions and •	
value commitments of other disciplines
Knowledge of the historical development of •	
religious, philosophical and theological ideas
Ability to assess evidence for competing •	
views
Ability to discern the value bases and biases •	
involved in social issues
Ability to examine the role of sacred texts in •	
human existence
Ability to clarify and develop one’s own •	
religious, philosophical and theological views
Knowledge of contemporary psychological •	
and sociological views, including educational 
psychology

Ability to assess the validity of various •	
approaches to Christian education, including 
youth ministry in camp settings and mission 
trips
Application of principles and methods of •	
Christian education in supervised internships

Placement
Philosophy majors

Graduate and professional programs, including •	
MSW, MDiv, JD, and PsyD 
Jobs directly out of college •	
Alumnus currently teaches English in China•	

Religion majors
Seminary •	
Full-time employment •	
Graduate programs (MSW, JD)•	

Youth ministry majors
Full-time employment in congregations•	
Graduate programs •	

Graduate Schools
Recent philosophy majors have gone on to 
attend law school at The Ohio State University 
and the University of Michigan. Recent religion 
and youth ministry graduates have attended 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary, Wesley 
Theological Seminary, Candler School of 
Theology and the Methodist Theological School 
in Ohio. Several graduates of the program have 
gone on to receive full-tuition scholarships to 
seminary, including additional funds for room, 
board and text books.

Career Opportunities
A faculty member in the department of 
philosophy and religion serves as an advisor 
to the preseminary student in planning a 
preprofessional program. The recommendations 
of the American Association of Theological 
Schools are followed in counseling the student. 
A major in the department of philosophy and 
religion or in another appropriate department 
may be selected. Admission rates to seminary 
schools are high.

Two students have attended Princeton University•	
Two students have attended Wesley College•	
Students have received the highest academic •	
scholarships awarded at Princeton and Wesley
Students have received full-tuition scholarships to •	
pursue graduate studies
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Physical Education
Physical education majors complete an 
approved program of coursework, field 
experiences and other requirements leading 
to the application for an initial provisional Ohio 
teaching license for grades preK-12 in physical 
education. The coursework specific to physical 
education is completed through the department 
of human performance and sport sciences 
(HPSS).

Majors and Minors
Bachelor of Science in physical education
Bachelor of Arts in physical education

Interdisciplinary Programs
Most of our students also become teacher 
certified in health education. The physical and 
health education double major requires an 
additional seven courses and makes teacher 
candidates more marketable in the workplace.

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	 The physical education program is 

accredited through the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).

•	 The Praxis II Principles of Learning and 
Teaching and content area exams are taken 
during the junior year.

•	 Teacher candidates spend time throughout 
the program in local classrooms completing 
professional experience requirements.

•	 The student-teaching experience places 
students in the school system to be mentored 
by current professionals in the field. 

•	 Our location allows our students to 
experience a broad range of environments, 
including racial, cultural and socioeconomic 
diversity in the classroom. 

•	 Our faculty uses real-life situations and 
experiences to illustrate ideas in the 
classroom. The faculty members coaching 
responsibilities enable them to “practice what 
they preach” on a daily basis.

Facilities
The physical education program is housed 
in the ONU Sports Center. Each classroom 
contains laptop computers and projection
units for lecture setting. The Sports Center 
contains:
•	 Three full-size gymnasiums
•	 Six-lane, 200-meter indoor track
•	 Eight volleyball courts
•	 Eight basketball courts
•	 Two racquetball courts
•	 Three indoor tennis courts
•	 25-yard, six-lane swimming/diving pool
•	 Wrestling room
•	 Dance/free exercise room
•	 Free-weight room
•	 Fitness/nautilus room
•	 120-yard jogging track
•	 Classrooms
•	 Wellness and fitness lab
•	 Training room
•	 Locker rooms

Student Organizations
• Phi Epsilon Kappa
• HPSS Majors Club

Placement
Graduates of the program have gone on to 
work at:
• Public and private schools in various states
• Special education settings in public schools
• Graduate schools
• Professional sports teams
• Sports equipment merchandising companies

Physical Education

Rancho Cucamonga, 
Calif.

David Lewis	

The physical education 
program at ONU offers 
interactive classroom 
settings with a low 
student-teacher ratio 
that allows me to 
learn and get involved 
in a personal way. 
The University’s location also reduces 
distractions and fosters an environment 
where I can focus on achieving my 
academic, career and personal goals. In 
all, Ohio Northern University provides me 
with an opportunity to challenge myself and 
attain success.

Michele Durand
Assistant professor of 
physical education 

• Durand teaches in the 
physical education 
program and specializes 
in elementary physical 
education and tests and 
measurements.

• As head coach for women’s basketball, she 
was named the Russell Athletic/Women's 
Basketball Coaches Association Division III 
Region Six Coach of the Year in 2007-08 
and OAC Co-coach of the Year in 2006-07. 

• Durand earned a bachelor's degree in 
health, physical education and recreation 
from Bluffton University and a master's 
degree in physical education from Bowling 
Green State University.

True Northern Lives



True Success

Cara Noel, 
BA ’05 

Noel’s goals always 
included teaching and 
coaching. Currently, 
she is a graduate 
assistant for the 
women’s basketball 
program and head 
coach for the women’s tennis team at 
Bluffton University. She is completing 
her master’s degree in education. 
Previously, Noel taught and coached 
girls’ basketball at Fostoria Community 
Schools and Arcadia High School. Noel 
also served as a student assistant at 
ONU while she was an undergraduate 
from 2001-04.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

Core Curriculum 
• Elementary School Physical Education
• Integrated Physical Education Methods
• Motor Learning
• Exercise Physiology
• Kinesiology
• Individual, Dual and Team Sports
• Tests and Measurements of Health and 

Physical Education
• First Aid
• Community CPR
• Advanced Strength and Conditioning
• Sports Nutrition and Supplementation
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Care and Prevention of Athletic Injuries
• Coaching Techniques
• Teaching Techniques
• Culture and Schooling
• Developmental Psychology
• Exceptional Learner
• Educational Technology
• Curriculum and Instruction
• Classroom Strategies
• Methods of Teaching Physical Education

Career Opportunities 
Although teaching is the goal of most of 
our students, they are also prepared to be 
leaders in the fitness and wellness industry, 
the strength and conditioning profession and 
sport-specific professions like coaching. 

Graduates can continue pursuing advanced 
degrees at both the master’s and doctoral 
level in pedagogy, administration, motor 
learning, motor development, sport sociology, 
sport psychology, kinesiology, biomechanics 
and exercise physiology. An advanced 
degree increases income potential and 
opens opportunities in research and higher 
education.
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Physics and Astronomy
The department of physics and astronomy 
offers a strong, in-depth education. Students 
are prepared to participate in active 
undergraduate research with physics faculty, 
and each year a number of physics majors 
are awarded summer research fellowships at 
various universities across the country. Upon 
graduation, physics majors are well prepared 
for positions in industry and government, 
for teaching high school or to pursue further 
education in graduate or professional schools.

Majors and Minors
Majors
Bachelor of Science – physics major 
Bachelor of Arts – physics major 

Minors
Astronomy 
Physics 

Licensure
Licensure for teaching 

Interdisciplinary Program
Pharmaceutical business

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	Doctoral faculty with credentials in astronomy, 
laser optics, plasma physics, computer 
modeling, surface and materials and teacher 
education 

•	Laboratory computers for data acquisition 
and analysis 

•	Plasma physics laboratory with complex 
plasma experiment 

•	Laser optics laboratory for producing 
holograms 

•	Machine shop for making laboratory 
equipment 

•	12-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope 
•	Networked astronomy computer cluster for 
analyzing Hubble space telescope data

Student Organizations
Astronomy Club
Sigma Pi Sigma Honor Society
Society of Physics Students

Core Curriculum
• Physics: Mechanics of Solids 
• Physics: Heat, Sound, and Light 
• Physics: Electricity and Magnetism
• Calculus 1, 2, 3 and 4
• Introduction to Linear Algebra
• Differential Equations
• Advanced Lab Methods
• Modern Physics
• Math Methods in Physics
• Analytical Mechanics 1 and 2
• Quantum Mechanics
• Independent Research
• Electricity and Magnetism 1 and 2
• Senior Thesis Seminar
• Eight Physics Electives

Graduate Placement
•	Case Western University (ballistics research)
•	Cleveland Clinic (medical physics)
•	Cornell University (physics research)
•	Florida State University (mathematical 

physics)
•	Indiana University (medical physics)
•	Johns Hopkins University (physics education)
•	Los Alamos National Labs (computational 

physics)
•	University at Buffalo (biophysics)
•	University of California - Davis (physics)
•	University of Rochester (chemical physics)
•	Wabash College (mathematical physics)
•	Wright State Air Force Division (laser optics 

research)
•	Wright State University (spectroscopy 

research) 

Physics and Astronomy

Andrew Magyar
Major(s):  
Mathematics and 
Physics  
Saint Clairsville, OH

Activities:
Marching Band, 
Society of Physics 
Students, and 
Mathematical 
Association of America

The ONU physics department has a 
vested interest in the success of its 
students. The faculty are eager to have 
students work with them on their research, 
and they go out of their way to encourage 
student participation academic activities 
outside of class, such as conferences and 
summer research internships.

Dr. Jason Pinkney
Associate professor of 
physics

Dr. Pinkney’s teaching 
passion lies in the 
astrophysics and 
astronomy courses. 
Before arriving at 
ONU, Pinkney had a 
postdoctoral position with a team of 
astronomers called the “Nuker Team” 
(because they study the “nuclei” of 
galaxies). The team discovered a new 
correlation between galaxies and their 
central black holes, prompting Nova to 
feature the team in a program called 
“Supermassive Black Holes.” With a large 
collection of galaxy data in hand, Pinkney 
has provided modern extragalactic 
research for ONU physics majors.

True Northern Lives
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Chris Lemon, BS ’08
Dual major: physics 
and chemistry 

Activities/honors:
• Barry Goldwater 

National Scholarship 
winner

• Fulbright Scholar in 
Auckland, New Zealand

• Summer Research Fellowship at the 
University of Rochester

• Society of Physics Students
• Sigma Pi Sigma president
• Mortar Board 
• Phi Kappa Phi 

Professional aspiration: To earn a 
Ph.D. in physics/chemistry

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

Recent Career Placements 
•	Astronautics Corporation of America 
•	Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(Physics) 
•	Naval Nuclear Power Officer Program 
•	New Mexico State University (Physics) 
•	The Ohio State University Biophysics 

Program 
•	University of Notre Dame (Physics) 
•	University of Texas Medical Physics Program

Excellent career opportunities for ONU 
physics majors start while students are still in 
college. Our students have been extremely 
successful in acquiring paid summer research 
fellowships. Physics students generally 

complement their degrees with backgrounds in 
mathematics, astronomy or computer science, 
leading to career opportunities in research, 
industrial science, astronomy, medical physics, 
computational physics, biophysics, geophysics 
or high school teaching. (According to salary.
com, physicists are the best-paid scientists by a 
significant margin.)

Campus Location
The department of physics and astronomy 
is located in the Science Annex, which is 
connected to the Meyer Hall of Science. The 
facility includes modern research laboratories, 
classrooms, student laboratories, a machine 
shop and computer facilities.
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Prelaw
Ohio Northern University’s prelaw 
program prepares undergraduates for 
law school and guarantees preferential 
treatment in admission to ONU’s Pettit 
College of Law. Any major may choose 
to participate in the prelaw program.

To do well on the LSAT and in law 
school, prelaw students should acquire 
a well-balanced education, maintain 
a rigorous course load and consult 
often with their prelaw advisor. An 
education emphasizing critical analysis, 
logical reasoning, and written and 
oral expression provides an ideal 
background for law school.

Many courses meet the criteria set 
forth in The Official Guide to U.S. 
Law Schools. Students are strongly 
encouraged to select specific courses 
after discussing their individualized 
prelaw program with the prelaw advisor.

Distinctive Features and Objectives
Students in the prelaw program gain 
admittance to the Ohio Northern 
University College of Law if they:
•	Maintain an undergraduate grade 
point average of at least 3.0/4.0

•	Score in at least the 75th percentile on 	
the LSAT

•	Pass the character and fitness review 	
by the Admissions Committee of the 

	 College of Law and, pursuant to ABA  
Admissions Standards 501, are 	
deemed by the law school admissions 

committee to appear capable of 
satisfactorily completing its program 
and being admitted to the bar

To take advantage of an automatic 
admission, a student must enroll in 
the College of Law in the fall semester 
immediately following the date that the 
student receives an undergraduate 
degree from Ohio Northern.

Student Organizations
Phi Alpha Delta – prelaw honorary
Regional and National Mock Trial 	
	 competitions
Regional and National Model United 	
	 Nations competitions

Core Curriculum
The range of acceptable college majors 
is very broad. The intensity and depth 
of your undergraduate program and 
your capacity to perform well at an 
academically rigorous level counts 
most. 

Ohio Northern University’s prelaw 
program emphasizes customized 
advising. In addition to a major advisor, 
each student has a prelaw advisor. A 
student planning a career in law should 
pursue a path that builds on academic 
interests and strengths. The advisor will 
help the student to select a curriculum 
that develops critical thinking and 
writing skills while demonstrating 
performance at an academically 
rigorous level.

Prelaw

Prelaw program
Political science major
Criminal justice minor

My prelaw professors 
have taught me 
many valuable legal 
concepts. However, 
these concepts were 
presented in a setting that mandated 
critical thinking, thus sharpening a skill 
necessary for success in law school 
and beyond. The legal knowledge and 
logic skills gained from the ONU pre-
law curriculum have instilled in me the 
confidence that I can succeed in any law 
school in the nation.

Sheila Willamowski

Dr. Robert A. Waters Jr.
Assistant professor of 
history

Robert Waters earned 
his juris doctorate and 
his doctorate in history 
from the University of 
Mississippi. Before 
teaching at Ohio 
Northern, he worked 
as a civil rights lawyer in South 
Dakota, as a history professor and as 
political consultant for a congressional 
race. He also interned in Congress and 
the California state assembly. Waters 
was Ohio Northern’s “Outstanding 
Teacher” of the Arts and Sciences for 
2006-07.

True Northern Lives
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Mock Trial team (above third from left).

Autumn (Long) Manley, BA’07
Law student at California Western School of Law in 
San Diego, Calif.

At Northern, I took courses that I felt passionate 
about and prepared me for the rigors of law school.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

Orientation
In addition to a special prelaw 
advisor, each student interested in 
attending law school is encouraged 
to take Prelaw Orientation. It is 
designed to familiarize students 
with career opportunities 
open to lawyers, courses and 
experiences that will increase 
their attractiveness to law school 
admissions committees and 
better prepare them to meet the 
academic demands.

Mock-Trial 
Ohio Northern played host to the 
third-annual Polar Bear Invitational 
Mock Trial Tournament. A total 

of 46 teams from 34 colleges 
and universities in 13 states 
participated in the tournament, 
with teams traveling from as far 
away as California, Florida and 
Mississippi to compete.
The tournament consisted of four 
rounds, with 23 trials going on 
simultaneously in each round. 
Each mock trial had a panel of two 
judges who evaluated students 
on knowledge of case material 
and on presentation and litigation 
techniques. Teams have to prepare 
both the defense and plaintiff 
sides of the case, as they are 
responsible for trying each side 
twice within a competition.

According to the Law School 
Admissions Council: 
Law schools want students who 
can think critically and write well, 
and who have some understanding 
of the forces that have shaped the 
human experience. These attributes 
can be acquired in any number of 
college courses, whether in the arts 
and humanities, the social sciences 
or the natural sciences.



Ryan Smith
Miamisburg, OH
Biology

Activities: 
· Biology Student 
	 Association
· Mortar Board National 	
	 Honor Society
· ONU Men’s Soccer Team, captain and	
  	 three-time first Team All-OAC, OAC 	
	 Defender of the Year
· NSCAA Scholar All-America
· Omicron Delta Kappa (scholarship, 	
	 leadership honorary) 
• Beta Beta Beta (Biology honor society)

True Success
Alexandra Nippert-Miller, BS ’08 
DPT program at The Ohio State Univer-
sity

Laura Vuyk, BS ’08	
DPT program at University of Toledo

Laura Hosek, BS ’08	
MOT program at University of Indianapolis

Kara Stechsculte, BS/BA ’07 (Math/
Music) 
University of Toledo medical school

J.J. Coate, BS ’08 (Biology) 
The Ohio State University veterinary 
school

Wesley Immler, BS ’08 (Chemistry)
The Ohio State University optometry 
school
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Premedical Sciences

Premedical Sciences
Premedical sciences programs include 
premedicine, predentistry, preoptometry 
and preveterinary medicine. Ohio Northern 
University also offers prephysical therapy, 
preoccupational therapy and prephysician 
assistant. 

Summary of programs
The Premedical Sciences Committee of 
Ohio Northern University advises students 
pursuing post-graduate placement in 
premedical, preveterinary, predental and 
preoptometry programs. The committee also 
writes recommendation letters, conducts 
mock interviews, brings in guest speakers, 
provides helpful web-links to medically 
related programs and advises students of 
internship and scholarship opportunities. Due 
to the diverse core courses required prior 
to acceptance into these programs, faculty 
teaching the prerequisite courses represent 
many disciplines.

Premedical students may choose any major 
as long as they meet the course requirements 
for their desired post-graduate program. The 
majority of students are biology or chemistry 
majors, but others have chosen engineering, 
pharmacy, music, psychology, mathematics 
and business majors. 

Students are advised to have significant 
shadowing experience, have an overall 
GPA of 3.5 or better and perform well on 
placement exams (with overall scores of 
approximately 30 for MCAT, 1200 for GRE, 
320 for OAT and 18 for DAT). Data from the 

last 10 years indicates that the acceptance 
rate for students advised by the Premedical 
Sciences Committee is greater than 95 
percent.

Prephysician Assistant 
This prephysician assistant program in 
biological sciences prepares the student for 
most graduate-level physician assistant (PA) 
programs. PAs are health care professionals 
licensed to practice medicine with physician 
supervision. The prephysician assistant 
curriculum emphasizes anatomy, physiology, 
genetics and microbiology and includes 
courses in ethics and psychology. A minimum 
GPA of 3.0 is required as well as significant 
health care experience. There is a 94 percent 
acceptance rate since 2000. 

Prephysical Therapy and Preoccupational 
Therapy 
These curricula prepare students for 
entry into post-baccalaureate programs 
in physical therapy (PT) and occupational 
therapy (OT). programs generally require 
stronger background preparation in biology, 
general chemistry, physics and mathematics 
than programs. Psychology and exercise 
physiology also are required. Both curricula 
may include completion of clinical experience 
hours in a PT/OT setting. Course and 
admission requirements may vary from 
school to school, but an overall GPA or 3.2 
is recommended. Students who finish either 
curricula are awarded a Bachelor of Science 
in biology. There has been a 100 percent 
acceptance rate into graduate programs 
since 1998. 
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As I begin medical school at Ohio State University, 
I know that, without question, I have already 
learned much of what I’ll study the first year, 
because of the excellent preparation I received at 
ONU! 
—Matt Haldeman, BS ’07

03/09



Facts and Figures
Five Colleges: Arts & Sciences, 
Business Administration, Engineering, 
Pharmacy, Law

Student Body: 3,721 students from 48 
states and 18 countries

Average size of freshman classes: 23

Student to faculty ratio: 13-1

Over 90 percent of undergraduate students 
receive financial help in the form of aid, 
including grants and scholarships. 

Facilities:
Scenic, beautiful, modern campus on 
nearly 300 acres with 31 major buildings; 
rural setting in the village of Ada (pop. 
5,000) that is within easy driving proximity 
of several major metropolitan cities 
(Columbus, Dayton, Toledo and Ft. 
Wayne, Ind.)

Alumni: 27,148 

Athletics: 
Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC); 
Division III, 11 men’s and 10 women’s teams

Mascot:
Polar Bear

ABOUT ONU
Established in 1871, Ohio Northern University 
is a competitive, comprehensive private 
institution affiliated with the United Methodist 
church. ONU’s quality education blends 
the liberal arts with professional programs 
in its five colleges. Abundant opportunities, 
guidance and a close-knit community foster 
individual growth to produce individuals 
prepared to live full and purposeful lives.

Evidence of excellence
•U.S. News & World Report ranks Ohio 
Northern No. 2 among more than 300 
Midwest baccalaureate colleges in 
America’s Best Colleges (2009). 

•ONU’s College of Engineering is ranked as 
one of the nation’s top 50 undergraduate 
engineering schools in U.S. News & World 
Report, America’s Best Colleges (2009). 

•Listed in Princeton Review’s The Best 368 
Colleges 2009 Edition.

•One of the top 200 programs in the nation 
for creative students in Creative Colleges: 
A Guide for Student Actors, Artists, 
Dancers, Musicians and Writers (2008).

•Among the top 100 private four-year 
colleges and small universities in 
Peterson’s Competitive College Guide 
(2009).

•	Named in Colleges of Distinction 
(2009), a guide profiling America’s most 
distinguished teaching-centered colleges 
and universities.

For more information, contact these 
faculty for:

University Premedical Sciences 
Committee

Biological and Allied Health Sciences
Nancy Woodley (Chair)
419-772-2326 committee
n-woodley@onu.edu

Chemistry
Kimberly Broekemeier
419-772-2339
k-broekemeier@onu.edu

Mathematics
Robert Hovis
419-772-2352
r-hovis@onu.edu

College of Pharmacy
David Kinder
419-772-2304
d-kinder@onu.edu 

College of Engineering
John-David Yoder
419-772-2386
j-yoder@onu.edu

Allied Health Representative
Prephysician Assistants
Amy Aulthouse
419-772-2660
a-aulthouse@onu.edu

Prephysical and Preoccupational Therapies
Rema Suniga
419-772-2323
r-suniga@onu.edu

Premedical Sciences
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Psychology
As the scientific study of all aspects of behavior, 
the broad discipline of psychology spans both 
the social and natural sciences, and it provides 
a solid base for a variety of academic and 
professional fields. The major is designed 
to provide our students with a foundation in 
the core areas of the discipline. Majors study 
the biological, cognitive, developmental and 
social contributions psychology has made to 
understanding human activity, both normal and 
abnormal. 

Majors and Minors
Major
Bachelor of arts in psychology

Minor
Psychology

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	As part of their psychology major experience, 
many students in the department have 
translated the knowledge gained through 
coursework to everyday life by putting their 
skills into action through various internship 
and research opportunities. 

•	ONU’s unique location, within 20 miles 
of three county seats, provides students 
with the opportunity to work within virtually 
any kind of social or mental health setting, 
serving rural, suburban or urban populations. 

•	The department consists of a group of 
professors with diverse backgrounds and 
specializations in the area of psychology.

• Research opportunities come from working 
side-by-side with psychology faculty 
in the areas of cognitive, counseling, 
developmental and learning psychology.

Facilities
The department facilities in Hill Memorial 
Building offer: 
•	Two multimedia classrooms equipped with 

SMART Board technology	
•	Human research laboratories include two 

observation/research cubicles, each equipped 

with one-way mirrors, intercoms and PCs 
connected to both the departmental LAN and 
the University network

•	A 22-station social sciences computer 
laboratory provides dedicated access to a 
state-of-the-art electronic classroom

Student Organizations
• Psi Chi – national honor society in psychology
• Psi Sigma – the psychology and sociology 
student club

Core Curriculum
• Introduction to Psychology
• Experimental Psychology I and II
• Biostatistics 156
• General Biology
• 32 credits in psychology electives

Program Outcomes
The psychology department offers two special 
emphasis programs:
•	The mental health emphasis focuses on the 

clinical/counseling area of psychology and 
introduces students to the etiology, course, 
treatment and prevention of psychological 
disorders and maladjustments. These 
professionals work in a variety of settings 
depending on their interest and level of 
training. Typical settings include academic 
sites, medical and mental health service units 
and private practices. 

•	The experimental psychology emphasis 
focuses on the various areas of psychology 
outside the clinical realm and introduces 
students to psychology as a science. Students 
learn the mechanics behind conducting 
psychological research and analyzing the 
research done by others. They also develop 
an appreciation for the applied value of 
psychological research. Experimental 
psychologists typically work in academia, 
consulting firms, private industries and 
government agencies. 

Psychology

Denay Patterson	
Major: Psychology
Muncie, Ind.

Scholarships: 
ONU Presidential 
Scholarship; Mary 
K. Garr Scholarship; 
Robert C. Byrd 
Scholarship

I chose Ohio 
Northern because I fell in love with the 
campus and immediately felt at home. 
All the people I met on my campus visits 
were very welcoming and made me feel 
that I was wanted as a student here. I 
knew I wouldn’t be just another face in the 
crowd at ONU.

Alfred E. Cohoe
Professor of psychology

• Experience in 
academics, research 
and the practice of 
clinical psychology 

• Research areas 
have included 
blood chemistry 
and schizophrenia, sleep and dream 
deprivation and anti-social personality 
disorders

• “Outstanding Teaching Faculty Award” 
by the Arts & Sciences Student Advisory 
Board

ONU provides an excellent opportunity for 
the undergraduate student to specialize 
in the study of psychology. Because of 
the accessibility of the faculty, students 
often have opportunities in research 
and experience not available on many 
campuses.

True Northern Lives



True Success

Brandon N. Kyle, 
BA ’05
Major: Psychology
Minor: Philosophy

Kyle is a doctoral 
candidate at West 
Virginia University 
in clinical health 
psychology and also holds a graduate 
assistantship in the department of family 
medicine at the West Virginia University 
School of Medicine.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

•	During the 2007-08 
academic year, eight 
undergraduates presented 
individually written papers 
or coauthored posters at 
professional psychological 
or sociological 
conferences. 

•	In summer 2008, 
two students, Denay 
Patterson and Megan 
Imka, were accepted into 
the Research Experience 
for Undergraduates 
Summer Program. Imka 
worked at Oklahoma 

State University on a 
project titled “Measures 
of Empowerment Among 
Home- and Community-
Based Service Clients.” 
Patterson was at the 
University of Michigan and 
worked on a project titled 
“Body and Mind Days: 
Bringing Health Education 
to the Children of Detroit.” 

•	65 percent of our 2008 
graduates went on to 
graduate school at the 
master’s, Ph.D. or PsyD 
level.

In the Spotlight

Placement
Psychologists work in a variety of settings, 
including colleges and universities, hospitals, 
clinics, schools, business and industry, 
government agencies, private practice and 
nonprofit organizations. Graduates of the 
program have gone on to work at:
• County Commission on Alcoholism
• Allen County Juvenile Service Center
• Mercy Hall Substance Abuse Program
• Century Behavioral Health Systems
• Family Resource Centers
• Cleveland Clinic

Graduate Schools Attended
Arizona State University
Ball State University
Bowling Green State University
Case Western Reserve University
Michigan State University
Morehead State University
Pepperdine University
Southern Illinois University
The Chicago Medical School
The Ohio State University
University of Akron
University of California in Pennsylvania
University of Dayton
University of Georgia

University of Indianapolis
University of Michigan
University of Toledo
Washington University
Wright State University

Career Opportunities 
The major’s emphasis on wide-ranging, flexible 
skills, such as problem-solving, adaptability 
to changing situations, the ability to work 
collaboratively and interpersonal relationship 
skills, gives a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
broad appeal for many employers. Entry-level 
positions in business, mental health/social 
services, academics and research facilities are 
often sought by psychology majors. Recent 
findings from the American Psychological 
Association’s research office indicate that most 
majors who do not go on to graduate school 
often find entry-level jobs in everything from 
education and social services to business, 
governments and health care immediately after 
graduation. 

In addition, many of our graduates continue 
their education in psychology by pursuing 
advanced degrees at both the master’s and 
doctoral level in clinical psychology, counseling 
psychology, various areas of experimental 

psychology, social work, education, law 
and business. An advanced degree in 
psychology opens up a wider range of 
higher-paying jobs in academia, therapeutic 
settings, research institutions and health 
care settings. 
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Sociology
Sociology enables students to analyze and 
comprehend some of the social forces that 
shape the structure of society, its institutions 
and its members. Sociology trains students 
in logical reasoning, critical thought and the 
evaluation of evidence, and communication 
skills. As the scientific study of human social 
behavior, sociology gives individuals the 
capacity to understand, explain and, ideally, 
improve the world in which they live.

Major and Minor
Major
Bachelor of arts – sociology

Minor
Sociology

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	Sociological investigation covers a broad 

range of subjects: human social behavior, 
social stratification and inequality, changing 
employment trends, an aging population, 
dynamics of behavior in bureaucracies, 
changing family roles, poverty, health care, 
education, crime and delinquency, family 
violence and the consequences of a growing 
interdependence among the world’s cultures. 
All are examples of the wide scope and 
contemporary relevance of sociology.

•	Some students select a double major, linking 
sociology with related disciplines such as 
psychology, criminal justice, political science, 
business or communication. 

•	Special programs include research 
opportunities with the Institute for Social 
Research and the pre-law program.

Facilities
The department is located in the University’s 
historic Hill Memorial Building, and facilities 
include multimedia classrooms and a state-of-
the-art computer laboratory.

Student Organizations
Psi Sigma – psychology and sociology club
Alpha Kappa Delta – sociology honorary

Core Curriculum
The major consists of 38 credit hours of 
required core courses and 20 credit hours in 
sociology electives. A second major or a minor 
is encouraged. 

• First Year Experience and department  	
	 orientation
• Sociology
• Research Methods 1
• Research Methods 2
• Social Psychology
• Social Stratification
• Classical Social Theory
• Contemporary Social Theory
• Introduction to Philosophy
• Introduction to Statistics or Business 	
	 Statistics or Biostatistics
• 20 hours of sociology electives

Program Outcomes
Sociology’s tools and subject matter 
are helpful in many careers, including 
government, criminal justice, politics, industry, 
education, journalism, urban planning, public 
administration, human resources, consulting 
to business and non-profit organizations and 
management positions in the public and 
private sector. 

Sociology

Majors: Sociology 
and criminal justice-
behavioral sciences

Andrew Benchic

Activities:
• Varsity football
• Student 

Athlete    	  
Advisory Committee

• Presented research 	
 paper at Mid-South Sociological 
Association conference (October 2007) 

• Conducted research on sex-offender  	
recidivism and on advanced fee “419” 
fraud

• Alpha Phi Sigma 

Professional aspiration: To attend law 
school or enter a career as an investigator 
with a special interest in sex offenders

Keith F. Durkin, Ph.D.
Chair of the department •	
of psychology and 
sociology
Associate professor of •	
sociology

Dr. Durkin encourages 
students to expand their 
classroom knowledge 
through original research under the 
Institute for Social Research. Durkin’s 
research into topics as varied as Internet 
predators, binge drinking, anabolic steroid 
use and chiropractic scope of care has 
appeared in a variety of journals, including 
Deviant Behavior, Federal Probation, 
Sociological Spectrum, Seminars in 
Integrative Medicine, Journal of Alcohol 
and Drug Education, College Student 
Journal, and International Review of 
Modern Sociology.

True Northern Lives



True Success

Emily Shrider, 
BA ’08
Majors: Sociology and 
literature

Current job/position: 
Graduate student in 
sociology at The Ohio 
State University 

The quality and diversity of the classes 
and the relationships I developed with 
the professors in the ONU sociology 
department left me very well prepared 
for my graduate studies. The education 
I received at ONU rivals that of my 
classmates from larger schools across 
the country.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

More than half of our 2008 
degree recipients went on 
to graduate school in a wide 
variety of programs, including 
sociology of the family, 
international studies and 
social work. 

During the 2007-08 school 
year, eight undergraduate 
students presented 
individually written or 
co-authored papers at 
professional sociological 
conferences.

In the Spotlight

Placement
Many graduates occupy positions in 
human services delivery. This includes 
a network of public and private agencies 
providing assistance and services to juvenile 
delinquents, the elderly, the disabled and 
various persons in need of rehabilitation and 
counseling. Sociology also offers a strong 
foundation for graduate education in law 
school, MBA programs, MSW programs and a 
M.A. or a Ph.D. in sociology.

Medical and Graduate Schools 
The Ohio State University
Bowling Green State University
University of Akron
Kent State University
Ohio University
University of Toledo
University of Louisville
Pepperdine University

* Graduates also have attended various law 	
   schools.

Career Opportunities 
Graduates have found employment in 
pharmaceutical companies, social services 
agencies, juvenile court, law enforcement 
agencies, public relations firms, children’s 
services, business and industry, and 
telecommunications.

Many employment sectors are increasingly 
interested in employees with an awareness 
of certain issues, such as diversity and 
globalization, that sociology provides. The 
focus on developing critical thought, scientific 
methodology and statistical training provides 
ONU graduates with an advantage in the job 
market.

Evidence of Excellence
ONU is one of the few private universities to 
offer a distinctive blend of quality liberal arts 
and professional programs. It is ranked No. 
2 among Midwest Baccalaureate Colleges in 
U.S. News & World Report, “Best Colleges in 
America” (2009).
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Sport Management
From high-profile major professional leagues 
and international competition to local 
professional and amateur events, spectator 
sports continue to be a popular source of 
entertainment worldwide. This multibillion-dollar 
industry offers employment opportunities in 
professional, collegiate and interscholastic 
sports, sports information, marketing, 
facility and arena management, recreation 
administration, sales, and special events. The 
major is designed to provide students with a 
foundation of skills necessary to negotiate the 
various settings in which students may find 
themselves during their professional careers. 

Majors and Minors
Bachelor of Arts – sport management
Bachelor of Science – sport management

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	 All students are required to complete a 10-

week (a minimum of 400 hours) internship in 
the student’s chosen area of interest.

•	 Students participate in out-of-classroom 
practicum experiences and directed projects 
in team promotions, team management 
and facility management within the athletic 
department.

•	 Students have the flexibility in their academic 
coursework to obtain a second major, a 
minor or a business option (20 additional 
hours) as part of their degrees.

•	 Additional coursework in communication 
arts and The James F. Dicke College of 
Business Administration provides students 
with additional knowledge and skills relevant 
to the workplace.

•	 The department of human performance 
and sport sciences consists of a group 
of professors with diverse backgrounds, 
experiences and expertise in sport 
management.

•	 Students work side-by-side with faculty, 
coaches and athletics administrators on various 
projects, promotions and events. 

•	 Students can participate in the organization 
and administration of Ohio Athletic Conference 
championships and NCAA championship 
events held in the ONU Sports Center. 

Facilities
The department facilities in the Sports Center 
include:
•	 Three full-size gymnasiums
•	 Six-lane, 200-meter indoor track
•	 24-yard, six-lane swimming/diving pool
•	 Seven basketball courts
•	 Seven volleyball courts
•	 Three indoor tennis courts
•	 Dance/free exercise room
•	 Weight room
•	 Fitness room
•	 Wellness, fitness and testing laboratories
•	 Athletic training room
•	 Classrooms

Student Organizations
•	 Phi Epsilon Kappa – national professional 

fraternity for persons engaged or pursuing 
careers in health, physical education and 
recreation 

•	 Human Performance and Sport Sciences 
Majors Club

Core Curriculum
•	 Introduction to Sport Management
•	 Sport Marketing/Promotion
•	 Sociology/Psychology in Sport
•	 Organization and Administration in Sport
•	 Finance and Economics of Sport
•	 Ethics in Sport
•	 Sport Law
•	 Sport Management Practicums (three different)
•	 Sport Management Internship
•	 Sport Management Seminar

Sport Management

Katie Weininger	
Tiffin, Ohio

Majors: 
Communication 
arts and sports 
management

I immediately fell in love 
with the campus and 
the wonderful people 
who make up Ohio 
Northern University. I was also able to 
compete intercollegiate volleyball program 
while earning a first-rate degree in sport 
management.

Ron Beaschler	
Assistant professor of 
health and physical 
education

• Chair of the 
department of human 
performance and sport 
sciences

• Head coach of 
wrestling

Beaschler is a veteran faculty member in 
sport management with a wide range of 
experience in academia, sport administration, 
event administration, NCAA committee work 
and coaching.

True Northern Lives
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Josh Hafer, BA ’05, 
BS ’06
Sport management/
business 
administration 

Current position: 
Partnership marketing 
director for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets of the National 
Hockey League
MBA from OU ’07

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

Program Outcomes
Upon graduation, sport management majors 
will:
•	 Understand that sport is a microcosm 

of contemporary society and business, 
influenced by cultural traditions, social values 
and psychosocial experiences 

•	 Apply fundamental marketing concepts to the 
sport industry and understand the uniqueness 
of sport as a product and as consumers

•	 Understand the concepts of leadership and 
management and apply the skills necessary in 
various roles and functions of sport managers

•	 Critically analyze ethical issues related to 
sport and develop a personal philosophy 
regarding social responsibility in sport 
management setting

•	 Apply the principles of interpersonal, public 
and mass communication and understand 
interaction with internal and external sport 
publics

•	 Understand budget and finance as vital 
components of all sport industries and apply 
economic principles as related to sport’s role 
in the national economy 

•	 Understand the role of sport governance 
organizations and agencies and legal 
concepts within the sport workplace

Placement
Sport managers work in a variety of settings, 
including colleges and universities, amateur 
and professional sport organizations, legal 
firms, recreational programming, and marketing 
and communication agencies.

Graduates of the program have gone on to 
work at:
•	 Professional sport teams
•	 Minor league sport teams
•	 Sport marketing and management companies
•	 YMCA
•	 City recreation departments

Graduate Schools Attended
Bowling Green State University
Florida State University
The Ohio State University
Ohio University
University of Kentucky

Career Opportunities 
The sport management program's emphasis 
on wide-ranging, flexible skills gives its majors 
broad appeal for many employers. Students 
develop skills dealing with problem-solving, 
adaptability to changing situations and a 

variety of sport settings, the ability to work 
collaboratively, business management and 
professional communication skills.

In addition, many ONU sport management 
graduates continue their educations by 
pursuing advanced degrees at the master’s 
level in business, communication or sport 
administration. An advanced degree opens a 
wider range of higher-paying jobs in academia, 
coaching and management. 
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Technological Studies
The department of technological studies equips 
students with the knowledge and skills they 
need for successful careers in complex and 
changing technological fields. A comprehensive 
curriculum emphasizes teamwork, creativity, 
problem solving, appropriate technology 
and effective decision making. Carefully 
constructed classroom and laboratory activities 
feature operations and processes that promote 
realistic involvement with the construction, 
manufacturing, communication, information 
technology and energy-power-transportation 
fields. Students who major in technological 
studies receive a Bachelor of Science degree 
or a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Majors and Minors
Majors
Manufacturing technology
Construction management 
Technology education

Minor
Technology systems

Options
Advanced manufacturing
Design analysis
Multimedia design and development
Technology education (teacher licensure)

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	Ohio Northern University is the only private 
university to have programs accredited by the 
National Association of Industrial Technology 
(NAIT).

•	Students graduate with a high degree of 
technological literacy as coursework and 
laboratory assignments emphasize research, 
design, experimenting and fabricating.

•	The Robotics Center of Excellence, powered 
by KUKA Robotics GmbH, provides students 
with hands-on design and programming 
experience using KUKA robots, controllers 
and software.

•	Opportunities abound for professional 
internships at manufacturing, construction 
and other industry-related companies. These 
experiences enable students to earn money 
while enhancing their résumés.

•	A five-year school/work co-op program 
enables students to work off campus for at 
least three quarters of full-time employment 
arranged to fit personal and company needs.

•	Award-winning student organizations and 
national championship robotics teams every 
year since 1993.

Facilities
The department of technological studies 
is located in Taft Memorial Building, where 
students and professors have access to 
comfortable classrooms, wireless network 
services and up-to-date and well-equipped 
instructional laboratory areas, including the 
Robotics Center of Excellence and the Digital 
Manufacturing and Simulation lab.

Core Curriculum
• TECH 110	 Technology and Society
• TECH 120	 Intro to CAD
• TECH 130	 Materials Science
• TECH 140	 Microcomputer Applications
• TECH 223	 Product Design and Analysis
• TECH 230	 Materials and Processes
• TECH 260	 Fluid and Mechanical Systems
• TECH 261	 Fundamentals of Electricity and 
Electronics

• TECH 294	 Sophomore Seminar
• TECH 332	 Applied Controls
• TECH 339	 Data Base Applications and 	
	 Management

• TECH 494	 Senior Seminar
• TECH 496	 Tour of Industries
• TECH 499	 Senior Capstone
		  Planning

Technological Studies

Matt Myers
Major: Technology 
with advanced 
manufacturing option
Minor: Business 
administration

Activities:
• Robotics Team
• Epsilon Pi Tau 		
   honorary president

Professional aspiration: I would like 
to design or modify parts, fixtures, 
processes, robots or automation and one 
day be a plant manager in the automotive 
manufacturing-related industry.

Adam Stienecker, 
Ph.D.
Assistant professor of 
technological studies 

Dr. Stienecker teaches 
classes in electronics, 
automation and 
robotics. He works with 
students individually 
and in teams, advising them on class 
projects, senior projects and research 
endeavors.

Teaching has to go beyond the 
classroom. We cannot just talk about a 
theory or idea. We’ve got to allow the 
students to experience the concepts 
through labs and projects. Anything else 
is second rate.

True Northern Lives
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Matt Bowman, BS ’01
Plant manager, BBi 
Enterprises Group, 
Sidney, Ohio 

I have yet to encounter 
something in my line 
of work that I was not 
exposed to or prepared 
for from my schooling at ONU.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

The hands-on robotics exposure 
that your BSIT curriculum provides, 
combined with the learning and 
camaraderie experienced in ONU 
robotics competitions, clearly sets 
your program apart from other 
Midwest institutions by better 
preparing its students for the 
challenges of today’s working world. 
– Recent employer of an ONU 
technological studies graduate

In the Spotlight

Student Organizations
Society of Manufacturing Engineers 
	 student chapter
National Association of Industrial Technology 	
	 student chapter
Epsilon Pi Tau Honorary
 
Program Outcomes
Students who major or minor in technology 
have become robotic engineers, application 
engineers, process engineers, CAD/CAM 
programmers, construction managers, 
production supervisors and project managers. 
They’ve found employment at companies 
such as Kiewit, Kokosing Construction, 
Applied Manufacturing Technologies, General 
Dynamics Land Systems, Honda of America, 
KTH Industries, Norplas Industries, Wilson 
Sporting Goods, Boeing, Lockheed/Martin and 
more.

Graduate Schools
Ball State University
Bowling Green State University

Miami University
Ohio State University
Syracuse University
University of Colorado 
University of Toledo Law School
Wright State University

Career Opportunities
					    Starting salary/year
					    (national averages)
Manufacturing engineer	 $49,953
(payscale.com)

Controls engineer		  $50,323
(automation.com)

Process engineer		  $49,953
(payscale.com)

Construction manager	 $48,750
(payscale.com)
 
2006: 100 percent placement of graduates
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Theatre Arts
The theatre arts major emphasizes a 
liberal arts education combined with a 
professional program designed to produce 
graduates who are prepared for a lifetime 
of learning in a diverse and changing world. 
The curriculum and instruction encourage 
critical thinking, development of aesthetic 
and ethical standards and an understanding 
of theatre in all its aspects. Graduates are 
prepared for performance or graduate studies 
in professional areas and attain the skills 
necessary for a useful and meaningful life.

Majors and Minors
Majors
BFA in musical theatre
BFA in international theatre production
BA in theatre

Minors
Dance
Theatre

Distinctive Features and Objectives
•	Program blends conservatory courses and 
production opportunities with the philosophy 
and resources of a liberal arts institution

•	A unique international emphasis includes 
plentiful opportunities to work with 
international guest artists, touring and the 
annual International Play Festival

•	Inspiring, challenging work with nationally and 
internationally acclaimed directors, actors, 
dancers, choreographers and designers (20 
guests each year)

•	The dance minor has an extensive guest artist 
program that allows students to network with 
professionals

•	Double majors are encouraged and permitted 
across the University

•	Academic and talent awards

Facilities
The Freed Center for the Performing Arts is 
a modern facility with the latest equipment, 
including:

•	 A 550-seat proscenium theatre and 132-	
	 seat studio theatre
•	 Dance/rehearsal room, scenic and costume 	
	 shops, and academic and performance 	
	 support spaces
•	 “Smart” classrooms equipped with current 	
	 instructional technology
•	 State-of-the-art computer lab

Student Organizations
Theta Alpha Phi – national theatre honorary

Graduate Schools
Graduates of theatre, international theatre 
production and musical theatre have been 
placed in internships with professional regional 
theatres, including the McCarter Theatre, 
Alley Theatre, Actors Theatre of Louisville and 
Houston Grand Opera. Some graduates go 
on to graduate school programs at universities 
such as Yale, Columbia, Carnegie Mellon and 
Northwestern.

Career Opportunities with Theatre Arts 
Degrees
All theatre arts degree programs prepare 
students for exciting careers or graduate 
school opportunities. Students graduating 
with the BFA in musical theatre have enjoyed 
significant success in finding professional work, 
internships and graduate school placement. 
They have worked at many prestigious, 
nationally recognized theatres, including La 
Jolla Playhouse in California, the Goodman 
Theatre in Chicago and the Denver Center for 
the Arts in Colorado. They have performed in 
national tours such as Scrooge, Kiss Me Kate, 
Beauty and the Beast and Sesame Street. 
Musical theatre majors occasionally focus their 
career paths in the area of dance; students 
graduating with a minor in dance have worked 
professionally as dancers or instructors.
The BFA program in international theatre 
production (ITP) enjoys a very high rate of 
placement for its graduates seeking either 

Theatre Arts

Kat Wepler
Senior
International theatre 
production

 
True Northern Lives

I spent a quarter 
studying abroad at 
the University of Cape 
Town in South Africa. 
While there, I took a 
class about theatre 
in education, which allowed me to take 
theatre into the community and deal 
with social issues. My experiences from 
abroad will stay with me forever, and I 
hope one day to be able to go back.

Dr. Laurie Bell
• Professor of dance
• Assistant to the chair 
for curriculum

Under the direction 
of Dr. Laurie Bell, the 
dance program is 
dedicated to providing 
irreplaceable 
experiences for ONU students and creating 
an ample learning environment for ONU 
dancers. Bell has created opportunities for 
students to work with visiting guest artists 
from around the globe. In the future, the 
department will produce a project with a 
Fulbright Scholar in residence and remount 
a work of choreography funded by a grant 
from the National Endowment for the Arts.



True Success

Kristina Smith, 
BFA ’07

Kristina Smith works 
for Imagination Stage, 
the East Coast’s 
leading theatre arts 
educational center and 
professional theatre 
designed specifically 
for children. Imagination Stage envisions 
a future where theatre experiences are 
a fundamental aspect of children’s lives, 
nourishing their creative spirit, inspiring 
them to embrace the complexity and 
diversity of their world and helping them 
overcome their challenges with hope, 
courage and, above all, creativity. Smith 
is the development associate for the 
organization, focusing on special events 
and membership.

Three ways to get more information about academic programs at ONU:
1. Go to www.onu.edu/admissions and click on Academics to find the department’s Web page. 
2. Sign up for Polar Bear Nation on the Admissions Web site to request information.
3. Visit us! Spend a day (or stay overnight) and experience all that ONU has to offer. To arrange a visit, call 888-408-4668.

In the Spotlight

employment or further education at the 
graduate level. ONU’s frequent hosting of 
guest artists enables many of its technical 
students to secure useful professional 
contacts, and sometimes employment, before 
graduating. Graduates from the ITP program 
have worked at such prestigious theatres as 
the Cleveland Playhouse, Actors Theatre of 
Harlem and the Utah Shakespeare Festival. 
They have been accepted to some of the 
most competitive graduate programs for 
theatre and design, including the Yale School 
of Drama and Carnegie Mellon University.

The BA in theatre has been a stepping 
stone for a wide range of opportunities for 

ONU students. They have secured internships 
and employment in areas such as acting, stage 
management, children’s theatre (Missoula 
Children’s Theatre), theatre administration 
(Washington, D.C.,’s Imagination Stage and the 
La Jolla Playhouse) and at casting agencies. 
ONU theatre majors have also been accepted 
to an array of highly rated law schools (such as 
William and Mary) and have pursued a variety of 
careers in communication arts and business. 

Each spring, the graduating class in musical theatre travels to New York 
or Chicago to present a showcase for agents and casting directors. The 
senior showcase blends musical numbers, dance and monologues into 
a cohesive whole. In May 2008, the graduating class traveled to Chicago 
and performed their showcase at the Chicago Theatre Building. 

Many highly acclaimed national and international professional actors, 
directors, playwrights, choreographers and scenic and lighting designers 
collaborate annually at ONU. The artists also teach master classes so 
that every student has the opportunity to learn from them. Many students 
have gained internships or full-time employment by working with the 
guest artists. Recent guest artists include:

Gavin Creel – Broadway and screen actor (Thoroughly Modern Millie, 
La Cage aux Folles, Mary Poppins, Hair, Eloise at the Plaza, Eloise at 
Christmastime)

Phil Reno – Broadway conductor, music director and arranger (The 
Producers, The Drowsy Chaperone, Thou Shalt Not, Cats, Dame Edna: 
Back with a Vengeance)

Victoria Clark – Tony Award-winning actress, director and screen actor 
(The Light in the Piazza, Titanic, Sunday in the Park With George, 
How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, Guys and Dolls, 
Urinetown, Cabaret, Bye, Bye Birdie, The Cradle Will Rock, The 
Happening)

•	Every year, Ohio Northern hosts an International Play Festival. Works 
are commissioned from international playwrights and are produced 
as an evening of one-acts. Last year’s festival brought together two 
playwrights from either side of the border – Berta Hiriart from Mexico 
and Elaine Romero from Tucson, Ariz. Dissolving Borders focuses on 
the issues surrounding immigration, border politics and undocumented 
workers. Furthering the cross-border collaborations, the plays were 
directed by New York City-based director Angel David and featured 
professional actors – one from Mexico and a Latina actress from the 
U.S. – along with student actors.


